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Misstonary. 
“ Go ye into all the World, and preach the Gospel to every 
creature." 


————_ 


TAMUL PEOPLE. 
EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL OF FRANCIS ASBURY. 


Asbury is one of the native members of the church 
in Ceylon, and received his education at the Semina- 
ry at Batticotta. Being an intelligent and exemplary 
christian young man, he was employed as a visitor of 
schools and a reader and distributer of trects in the 
surrounding villages. 

When Messrs. Hoisington and ‘Todd removed from 
Ceylon to Madura, on the continent, Asbury, togeth- 
er with two other native converts from the Seminary, 
by the name of Warren, were selected to accompany 
them as interpreters and assistants. He is supported 
by the native Evangelical Society of Jaffna, and is 
virtually a missionary sent by the native converts to 
Christianity there to their heathen brethren of the 
same language in the continent. The district where 
these three young men are now laboring is new ground, 
the christian religion not having before been preach- 
ed there. —The journal was written in the English 
language by himself. 

September 1, 1834. Warren 2d and I went to 
the west side of the fort this morning, distributed 
about twenty-seven tracts of different kinds, read 
and explained a tract; no opposition, only one ask- 
ed, “ If we receive your religion, what worldly profit 
can we get,” etc. I replied, We should not expect 
the bodily gain, but should expect the gain of the 
soul, etc. Another rude young man said, “* You need 
not trouble the people, we will walk in the old path 


of our fathers, etc. This afternoon we went to 
August street. The people name the street in differ- 
ent names because the principal goddess of the na- 
tion, Meenarchy, goes in different months in different 
streets. There we distributed more than twenty 
tracts. Most of the people received our tracts very 
thankfully. 

2. We went to the great bazar. There we read 
two tracts. We then distributed forty-two tracts o‘f 
different kinds to the two companies, nearly fifty i n 
each company. To-day also a Moorman oppose jd 
our friendly sayings. ‘This evening we went t, a 
village on the east side of the fort. When I © on- 
versed with a man, he seemed very ignorant bot’ h in 
temporal and spiritual affairs. After many inq tiries 
lasked him, Have you any soul? He said, “* sir, I 
am an unlearned man; we are not able to kno w such 
kinds of things as you do; we are only abl.e to dig 
the ground and cultivate it.” We left him ana’ spoke 
with ourselves that we are happy that we were Once 
like him in the great deceiver's hand, but the un- 
speakably merciful God brought us in the light of the 
gospel by his only begotten Son. Therefore we have 
more to do with those kind of ignorant persons, Two 
writers of the court requested me to read the tract 
which I had in my hand, I had the “ Dark Way” 
in my hand, therefore read it to them; distributed 
nine tracts, four “ Dark Way,” to four respectable 
men. 

8. This morning I went to the bazar. There I 
read seven tracts and explained to about forty per- 
sons. Some females also attended the company; no 
opposition ; distributed twenty-three tracts, one 
“Dark Way.” ‘This noon two men brought their 
borrowed books and took two other books from the 
circulating library. When I examined whether they 
had read the former books, they appeared very well, 
This evening Warren 2d and I went to the temple of 
Meenarehy ; there I read a tractto a company of 
about fifty persons: one of them prevented us from 
reading and asked many foolish questions in order to 
make laugh of the people. 

4. This morning two Warrens and I went to the 
same place, but did not see any particular thing. 
Then went to the next gate of Meenarehy ; there 
we read and explained to about thirty persons; most 
of them heard us very well; five of them disputed, 
and in the company said, ** Brothers, all the people in 
every caste, will receive the christian religion soon ;” 
and some said we serve the Lord for worldly profits. 
—Distributed forty tracts, Two young men tore 
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to such vile persons?” We told them the parable of 
the sower, etc. This morning I gave two gospels to 
men out of the library. They appeared very well ; 
one had read the book which he received before; he 
said, “* 1 am become very old from my manhood till 
this, I seek salvation in every religion, but could not 
find. If you bave any thing tell me, without deceiv- 
ing. 

6. Sunday. Went to the east gate of the Meena- 
rehy. I read a tract; the people said, “* That we 
may know that your religion is more pure than ours, 

let your God come and say in our dreams; then we 
‘ we will worship him.” Warren engaged in another 
company ; distributed seventeen tracts. This after- 
noon we went to a hill, four miles from the fort. 
There is a very pleasant village at the foot of the 
bill; thereare about five hundred houses. We were 
informed that there is a devotee on the southern side 
of the hill. We went there, but did not see him, 
We left a“ Dark Way” and two other tracts in his 
room that he will perhaps read them. On the top of 
the hill there is another building for the Mohamme- 
dans, a mosque. As soon as we descended from the 
hill, some brahmins called us into the temple and de- 
sired us to read some of our books. I read them the 
“* Heavenly Things,” and brother: Warren the “* Dark 
Way,” and some others. In the mean time more 
than fifty people collected. An old man among 
them told, ‘‘ You are very young, therefore we need 
not hear you, your ages are not enough to know the 
great’ God, eaven, hell, soul,” etc. No great op- 

ositign, distributed fourteen tracts, und returned 
ome. 

9. This afternoon brother Warren and 1 went to 
the east gate of the fort; there 1 spoke with two 
Catholics of Zootooguen ; they said that we are the 
persons who make the people go astray, we will not 
get the favor of the great God. They were very 
angry with us. Moreover they said that our religion 
did not come from God, but from Luther. We show- 
ed that it was notso; but they did not believe us. A 
Moorman came with great fury and made a great dis- 
turbance; he abused the missionaries a great deal and 
said, ** You seem a better caste, and what cafer or 
pariah told you to distribute the tracts and disturb the 
pee from road to road? If [ have power enough 

will kill the cafers, etc. By this man many people 
collected. I read tracts tothem. Some said, “ lt is 
true that we see that your religion is more pure than 
ours. Show usa miracle that we may follow you.” 
Some asked, “ If your religion is more pure, why 
then do European gentlemen who are in the civil ser- 
vices walk so indifferently? They are the persons 
who have dominion over the country, they must show 
us example that their religion is more pure than 
ours,” i said, ** Show us the heaven and hell 
and then we will follow you,” etc. In sucha manner 
the people spoke indifferently. Some of them heard 
us very well. A young man followed us a litle way 
and asked, “* Teach me your religion that 1 may walk 
according to it?” We have heard that many have 
repeated our tracts very well, by that we have some 
encouragement, and we learn the people give the 
tracts to others. 

10. Wedaesday morning went to the catechist’s of 
Palamcotta,. We hada prayer-meeting with him and 
some others. This afternoon Warren 2d and I went 








1.9 the south side of our lodging. A man very much 
in, ‘erested at our talkings, and said, ** Here is a may 
who’ now some years ago received a book from a 
missi Mary. By reading that he became a very pi- 
ous Ch tistian, etc. So he spoke very much in be- 
half of :‘be christian religion and got a boek. We 
read and s‘poke with about twenty persons. A cath- 
olic woman asked us, “* Why do you give the true 
God’s religio® tothe heathen?” Dist:ibuted fifteen 
tracts, most ot the people paid a good attention, etc, 

13. This day 81x persons came to us by two aad 
two; spoke many things concerning the religivo : two 
were Catholics. T'bey told us that their relations hate 
them on account of reading our tracts, and said, 
** Will you not come and speak with them about their 
religion, or wiil you give us a book to beat them 
down?” Brother Warren and I selected some pas- 
sages from the Sc."iptures and read tothem. After- 
wards two respectale men came and told me that, 
‘* We want to receive’ your religion, but we fear our 
relations and country people, they will hate us.” To 
them also we read many pessages from the Scriptures 
and explained the latter part of the first chapter of 
Romans. They appeared that they were very well 
touched by all the readings. 

18. This morning | went alone to the small bazar. 
In the west side of it I read two tracts to about for- 
ty persons, most of them heard me well, some spoke 
very indifferently—spent seven tracts. In my way 
to the housetwo persons who came from Dindigal re- 
quested me to come and read some books to them 
about the religion which you proclaim from road to 
road. According to their request | went with some 
books afte: breakfast. ‘They paid good attention and 
said, ‘* Who gave all our secret things to the English 
people?” I read some chapters of the first of Mark 
and Romans. One of them requested of me some 
books ; the other said to him, “ If you receive the 
books from him and misuse them, certainly you will 
go to hell.” Then he returned the book with great 
fear ; then the peuple who are with him showed his 
little mind, he ordered his servant to get them and 
keep for him. 

21. To-day Warren 2d and [ went toa lane iu 
the south side of the fort. ‘\Varren read a tract to 
about eight persons. By degrees the people increas- 
ed to hear. ‘The people saw that it is an inconven- 
ient place, they carried us to a_pulliai’s, there we 
read and explained tracts. Afterwards we went io 
the office of a police-man, and Warren read the 
** Salvation of a Soul,” and the “ Loss of the Soul.” 
The officer said, ‘ Your religion is more pure than 
any, but those will watk according to it whom the 
great God hath chosen.” 1 told him that every one 
must seek the help of him, then he will assist them to 
seek him. 

This afiernoon we visited two houses. In the 
latter I read a tract to three respéctable men ; two of 
them are reading and examining the Scriptures daily. 
One of them does aot worship the idols and some of 
the ceremonies of his people; he does some on ac- 
count of the people. 

22. This morning I spoke with five persons. One 
of them was very angry and said, “If you preach 
the pariah’s religion in the time of our rajahs, cer- 
tainly we will take off your head and do more.” 
The others made him silent, and said, “ He did not 
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heaven is according to his christian religion. If you 
want to bear him, hear, or go away.” 

28. Sunday. Warren 2d and [ went to those men’s 
houses who came last Sunday to Mr. Todd. There 
were about fifteen respectable men. Most of them 
heard us very well, one of them said, “* We also 
know that there is one supreme God. Why do you 
read to tell us about him?” Another man spoke in 
behalf ot us and said, “ It is true that there is one 
God—all nations and people consent to that, but these 
Christians speak about Redeemer.” He spoke very 
much agreeable to the Christiun religion. Warren 
real to them thee of the tracts and some of the 
men came this afternoon to Mr. Todd. They were 
very much interested with Todd’s conversation, and 
said to us, “* We never saw such a kind gentleman 
as he,” etc. 

29. A gooroo of the Mohammedans saw me in the 
road with the tracts which | had in my hand and se- 
lected one from them and told me to read it. I read 
—about thirty Mohammedans collected together and 
disturbed me very much—there was a great distur- 
bance—need not write all things. 

30. I went to the bazar alone—a great many peo- 
ple surrounded me to hear me read. | have read 
the “ True Way” with great voice. ‘The people spoke 
very indifferently, and said our god Siva, the only 
god, there is no other God than him; then I am 
vbliged to read the “ Dark Way.” 


PERSIA, 


EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS OF MR. MERRICK, 





Prospects of Christianity in Western Asia. 


After mentioning some of the indications of divine 
providence, that the gospel should be preached in 
Persia without delay, Mr. Merrick makes the follow- 
ing remarks, under date of December 8th, 1835. He 
is still at Constantinople preparing himself for his 
exploring tour in Persia. 

[If Christians wait until the adversary shall himself 
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make any violent terms with us, he says the way to | a beautiful plan of Christian action, than to take the 


| first step towards its execution ; but while the com- 
| mand of Christ, “Go ye into all the world and preach 
the gospel to every creature,” rings in my ear, lL 
never shall have the conscience to exclude from the 
benefits of this universal commission, the seventh part 
of mankind. The God of providence must, indeed, op- 
en the massive gates of bigoted superstition, which 
human power cannot unbar or move; but has He 
charged us to evangelize the world, and yet lefi the 
task impossible ? Merchants and travelers find ready 
access to the Mohammedans. How long shall the 
men of this world be wiser in their generation than 
the children of light? The missionaries at Constan- 
tinople think that the time has fully come for the es- 
tablishment of a mission here, whose express object 
shall be the immortal welfare of the Tarks. An ex- 
perienced brother here, told me the other day, that 
it was his deliberate conviction, that a missionary to 
the Mohammedans of this city, would have abund- 
ant work on his hands by the time he could become 
qualified to labor. And I ask, with an anxious, burn- 
ing heart, if there is not a single man in all the 
schools of the prophets in America, who will give his 
prayers, his efforts, his whole life for the glory of 
Christ, for the salvation of the Turks? Tell the mis- 
sionary brethren at our seminaries that they must no 
longer neglect the Mohammedans. Assure them that 
the one hundred and twenty millians of Islam, dwell 
on the same planet as the inhabitants of the great 
western valley, with those of India, and of the Sand- 
wich Islands. Ask some whom I have ‘ seen in the 
flesh,’ beth at the north 4nd the south, if they are 
willing a brother should go alone to Persia? But if 
it must be so, let me go solitary as Elijah went to Car- 
mel, yet do not reject my plea for the Turks. Come 
over and helpthem. Since | commenced this let*er, 
my Turkish teacher has expressed his desire, to owe 
of the missionaries here, to be baptised, thus p 
ving that he thinks more on the subject of rel igiou 
than 1 had supposed. I cannot yet converse .with 
him, but am told by a brother that although he 
is evidently ignorant respecting evangelical religion, 
yet his understanding is so convinced, that he desires 





open the gates of Mohammed«anism, millions of ages 
will not bring even an approximation to the time of} 
their conversion. i kaow the moollahs, vot only in} 
Persia, but throughout the Mohammedan world, are | 
bieoted and intolerant, but there is still a wider field! 
among the Moslems, where a disciple af Christ, who | 
is “ wise asa serpent and h winless as a dove,” may 
labor with encouragement both from God and man. 
At least, let the counsel be followed which was giv- 
en to a besieged king of Istacl. ‘Send and see.” 
Possibly all the way may be strown with abandoned 
telics. But if every inch of religious ground is dis- 
puted, shall therefore christian enterprise and love sit 
down aud despair? Shall we wait ull the high priests 
of Islam send to theological seminaries in happy 
America, with permission and invitation to those who 
are girding on the armor of righteousness, to come 
and enlighten the Moslem mind, and by the grace of 
God, save, if possible, the followers of Mohammed? 
If the moollahs can say to the missionary, “* Go, and 
he gocth; then, begin with the moollahs, and in the 
temper and spirit of Christ, win their hearts to the 
truth, and secure their powerful co-operation. 

I am aware that it is much more easy to chalk out 





to profess Cliristianity and abide the consequences. 
llis case is considered very interesting, and I com- 
mend him and the Turkish nation most earnestly to 
the prayers of the pious in America. Also, let those 
who love to commune with God in secret forget not 
the Persians nor Mohammedans wherever found. | 
rejoice to feel increased devotedness to their spiritual 
welfare, and wonder more and more that Christians 
have so long neglected them, and even now pass by 
them on the other side. The day-spring from on 
high that is beginning to dawn on the eastern church- 
es, is an evidence that their work as persecutors of 
degenerated Christians is well nigh accomplished. 
Their political glory has deparied. Persia is ago- 
nizing in respect to a king. Turkey and Egypt are 
ready to devour each other. In fact, the whole Mo- 
hamimedan world seems dissolved. Now is the time 
to send them spiritual deliverance, before increasing 
scepticism shall frecze their souls into the ice of de- 
ism or atheism. Fear not, in view of the civil com- 


motions which now exist, or which may arise here- 
after. ‘The Most High is thus turning and overturn- 
ing, till he whose right it is to reign, shall come. 
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Letter from the Rev. Josiah Brewer, addressed to 
Mr. Barker 


Smyrva, Dec. 31, 1834. 


On returning from my tour in Asia Minor, | gave 
ou a summary statement of the distribution o the | 
eriptures which you kindly confided to me. This | 

would long ago have been followed by a fuller account, 
had it not been for interruptions. I will nuw, in com- | 
pliance with your wishes, collect from my journal such | 
notices as relate to this subject. You will recollect that 
the understanding between us was, that you would de- 
fray the expenses of one horse-load of the Scriptures ; 

ant it was my desire to have made sales of them to a 
sufficient amount to cover this expense; and had it not 
been for untoward circumstances, the expectation 
would have been realized. Accordingly I started from 
Smyrna on the last day of April, with horses hired as 
far as to Philadelphia. One of these was loaded with 
two boxes of the New Testament and portions of the 
Old, enclosed in sackcloth-bags ; and weighing 90 okes, 
or about 250 pounds. Two other boxes of a similar 
size were despatched by you according to agreement, 
to await my arrival at Isbarta. ‘The whole stock con- 
sisted of 311 volumes in different languages. We first 
opened our boxes at Cassaba, a town about twelve 
hours from Smyrna, containing two or three thousand 
Turkish, three or four hundred Greek, and fifty or a 
hundred Armenian and Jewish families respectively. 
On learning that we had books to dispose of, a crowd 
gathered about us in the court of the khan, to whom 
we sold to the amount of 55 1-2 piastres, mostly Gre- 
co-Turkish. Only one or two Armenian Testaments 
were purchased ; and we presented, besides specimens 
of the whole, a considerable number of books, in Mod- 
ern Greek, to the School of Mutual Iustruction. At 
Achmetlee, a village about two hours this side of the 
ruins of Ancient Sardis, and which has a population of 
80 Turkish and 35 Greek families, I added a few cop- 
ies of the New Testament and Genises to those 1 had 
formerly left with the priests and other readers of this 
poor village. I was also gratified to learn that several 
of the most thrifty Greeks are sending their children to 
attend the school at Cassaba, which is about four hours 
distant. At Allah Shire, or Philadelphia, where we 
spent several days to purchase horses for the remainder 
of our journey, we found great demand for our Bibles 
and Tracts, particularly those in Turco-Greek. The 
whole amount of money received for books sold was 
65 1-2 piastres. Besides a Turkish population of thou- 
sands, there are also several hundred Greek families. 
‘The Bishop of Philadelphia was absent at Constantino- 
ple; but we presented specimens of our books to his 
brother, who acts as his deputy, and who received us 
very corteously. We gave likewise some of those in 
Modern Greek, which were very little in demand after 
ie Smyrna, to the school established there. We 
left a few copies at Koolah, six hours from Philadel- 
phia, which has a considerable Greek population and 
aschool. At Ushak, where we also stopped but a few 

, hours, we sold two copies of the Armenian ‘Testament 
t. 2? the banker of the Pasha of Kutaieh. He was here 
01 ' business for his employer ; and so urgent was his re- 
qu est, that we were constrained to unload and unpack 
our * boxes ; in consequence of which delay we were 
nec, *#sitated to spend the night in the open air, as we 
did 1 Vt arrive in season to cross a rapid stream by day- 
light. If, however, the banker of Kutaieh but derive 
some ‘Spiritual good from his purchase, neither should 
your society regret Sheir expense, nor we or little incon- 
wenience in furnishing hut ‘he word of life. 

At Aphiou Kara Hissar we *°!d Scriptures to the 


kee, an Armenian of Smyraa, who was collector of the 
opium for this district. We found a single Armenian 
silversmith among the thousands of Mahomedan inhabi- 
tants of Yolambosh, or Antioch of Pisidia, to whom we 
sent a copy of the New Testament. Before reaching 
this place, our baggage-horse quite failed us ; so that we 
were obliged to engage another, to take us over the 
high mountains by which we climed into the Pisidian 
Vale, and finally to exchange ours at a disadvantage- 
ous rate. 

At Sillah, a village ouly two hours from fconium, 
and the usual iesidence of the Greek Bishop, we presen- 
ted specimens of our books to his deputy and several 
of the priests. We gave also a considerable number 
for the use of the school, which contains 50 or 60 pupils. 
Some remains of a peculiar Greek dialect are found her 
and in other places in this vicinity. But the langaage 
in which books are chiefly sought is the Greco Turkish. 

as, besides its tens of thousands of Turks, 
from 30 to 60 Greek, and from 100 to 200 Armenian 
families. We left copies of the New Testament at the 
Greek and Armenian churches, (which are entered by 
@ common door,) and also with the Armenian school- 
master; we sold, besides, a few books. At Caraman, 
where about 100 Armenian families, and a considerable 
number of Greek merchants and mechanics from Kais- 
arieh, &c. reside for a considerable part of the time 
amidst a Turkish population of several thousands, we 
met with a very ready sale for our remaining Greco- 
‘Turkish books,and we were urgently entreated for more. 
An Armenian silversmith bought a New Testament; 
and we presented another to the church. We sent also 
several cories of the Armenian and a few of the Greek 
from hence to Kaisarieh. Derbe and Lystria, the one 
uninhabited and the other a Turkish village, were dis- 
covered and visited by us. We found at the latter place 
a Greek merchant aud a mechanic, to whom we gave 
portions of the Scriptures. Generally, in this region, 
where no Christian familes reside iv ‘Turkish towns, 
Greek traders aud artificers come to exercise their pro- 
fessions, leaving their families elsewhere. Would that 
they were Christians indeed! that they might improve 
these mest favorable opportunities for letting their light 
shine in the midst of a crooked and perverse genera- 
tion. 

Isbarta, where we received our two other boxes, is a 
large town, containing, perhaps, 200) Turkish, 4(0 
Greek, and 50 Armenian families. We made here cou- 
siderable sales of Greevu-Turkish ; and gave a vumber 
of our books and tracts to the Greek Bishop of Pisidia, 
and his ten priests, and also to the Greek sehool. Of 
the Armenian we sold a few eopies, and left others with 
the priests for sale, to the amount of fifty piasires, giv- 
ing the latter two copies for their church aud their su- 

rior. J am not sure if it was here or iv some ueigh- 

oring place, that the priest promised to read the New 
Version of the ‘Testament in his church. At Buldur, 
where is a flourishing Greek school, and an eulighten- 
ed Greek population of 150 families, we made rapid 
and extensive sales of the Grece-Turkish and Greek. 
There are, besides, 1000 or 2000 Turkish, and 30 or 40 
au b ; among the latter we circulated & 
few copies of the Testament. In this part of our jour- 
ney our baggage-horse again failed us, so that we were 
obliged to hire an extra one.—Chonas, the ancient Co- 
losse, has some scores of Greeks among its hundreds of 
Turkish inhabitants. Being separated from our bag- 
gage, we had not an entire copy of the Turco-Greek 
‘Testament to leave at the Greek church, though much 
importuned for one by the priest. We. however, prom- 
ised to send him some from Smyrna. 
At Denzilee, near Laodicea, we made considerable 











value of 21 piastres; and as our ba,,”ase-horse had sales of the Greck Scriptures, and left a few others to 
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Tes. be disposed of; and from Serakui, where we disposed | of others relative to the revival of better principles in 
taba. of most of the remainder, we sent a few to a Greek |many of their churches. 1 felt much refreshed with 
of the hamlet near Hieropolis. We also sold or gave away |my interview with onr Konigsberg friends; among 
salen both Greek and Armenian books to several companies whom I ought not to forget to mention a pious book- 
habi- of Pilgrims whom we met in different parts of our jour-|binder, of the name of Wolff, who is very active, in 
—— ney, ou their return from their annual visit to Jerusa- | various ways, in aiding the cause of truth; and in 
chin lem. This was our practice likewise with other indi-|whose shop I found the greatest collection of pious 
at = viduals whom we found at a distance from their homes, | books in German, mostly of a pocket size, and hand- 
r the which lay far out of our way. Usually we sold at the |somely bound, that ever I have met with in Germany. 
idies lowest prices mentioned by you, and often even at less, | It seemed to me, for a moment, as if I had been trans- 
tage- te very poor persons. A few Greeks from Cyprus, | ported into Mr. Seeleys’s shop in Fleet street. 

Rhodes, &c. speaking the Greek language, were met| Jn Danizig.—The distribution of the Bible Society 
sium, with on our route homewards ; but, generally, the spo- | here (Dantzig) last year, amounted to one thousand 
esen- kea language is Turkish, which is written in the Greek and thirty-one ~ al making the total of their issues 
veral characters. . ' in 19 years, 18,937. 
te ted The Armenians we almost invariably found moreshy| In Stettin.—Before leaving Stettin, I met with an 
upils. atfirst; but ultimately they purchased more freely. I American Itineraut preacher, from New-Orleans, na- 
d her have not an upportunity of kuowing what Judgment med Hiestand, who had been preaching to large and 
sage they pow upon the New Versioninto Armeuo-Turkish. | attentive congregations in the principal churches in that 
-kish. I should suppose a much less proportion are able to |town. He tuld me that during bis 55 days’ stay in 
wore: read than among the Greeks. As I remarked in my | Berlina he had preached forty times! I mention this 
éuian former note, it appears to me, that according to the |merely asa collateral evidence of the great interest 
at the opinion I have heard you express, trust-worthy young | which is now excited in favor of the Gospel in those 
ed by men, uatives of the country, would, after a district is |towns, and of which I shall give you further proofs in 
‘heol- once explored, be the most valuable of Agents for carry- | this letter. 
an. ing ov your work. Almost invariably found the young | Jn Berlin.—In Berlin I spent three days among our 
met Greek of Kaisarieh (my only attendant) a better mer- friends. Of these Pastor Schweder, Depositary of the 
K ais- chant thau myself. I thought it important to create if | Bible Society, gave me some pleasiug information re- 
thee possible, in the firstinstance, a favorable impression cu | specting tue increase of true piety in that city. He has 
ee the minds of the clergy, to whom 1 sometimes gave | lately published an instructive pamphlet ** On the in- 
~ Bang books in preference to seiling them to some of their flock. | fluence of Bible Societies on the state of Christianity ia 
“w The whole amount of money received by me from the |the Prussian Dominions; in which he draws a paraliel 
aie sale of the Scriptures, is about 400 piastres. Should | betwixt the revival of true religion, under Spenser, 
Solis 100 or 200 more be received for those we left behind | Franck, aud Canstein, the Fathers of Pietism in the 
rook us, it would uot even then equal the money expended | northern parts of Germany, in the end of the 17th cea- 
mp for their transportation. I forbear to add to this al- tury, at atime when the Protestant Church was sunk 
» ae ready extended article the remarks naturally suggested | in lifeless orthodoxy aud scholastic yr na und the 

" by the interesting scenes visited by us, and the delight- | present revival of true religion from infidelity and indif- 
— ful labor in which we were engaged. Neither my sick- | ference, through means of Bible Societies. The 
a ness of many weeks, which «doubtless had its origin in | more general diffusion of the Holy Scriptures, and their 
gion, the journey, nor the pecuniary loss entailed on the So- | practical exposition, in their so called Collegia Biblica, 
ae ciety, will, I trust, be a matter of regret to us, in com- | were the principal means they employed to set aside 
A ve arison with the good which may be anticipated to fol- | the fruitless and perplexing theological discussions of 

— ow. From my inmost soul I desire to bless God, who | the schools, and to produce among all ranks a vital 
oe has put it into the heart of your Society, and of you | godliness, by a return to the word of God in its power 

light their agent, thas to spread the word of life throughout | and simplicity ; and in our day in which we have had 
— this wide and sacred region. Commending the seed | to combat a much more determined enemy to vital pie- 

. already sown to the great Lord of the Harvest, I would | ty—sheer infidelity, in the forms of rationalism and 
Be earnestly beseech both you and them to spread it with | neology, the sword of the Spirit has again manifested 

4(0 astili more abundant hand over the “fallow ground,” | its power, and through the general dissemination of the 
com where are the “strangers scattering throughout Pontus, | Seriptures, and their simple exposition in public and 
— Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia.” in private mectings, true piety is again reviving in the 
~_ Nore.—Mr. Brewer has recently been appointed | cities of Northern Germany. Pastor Schweder seems 

_ Agent of the American Bible Society, for countries | *° be sincerely engaged in the work. He has the 
with 6 ad the Mediterranean charge of all the copies of the Scriptures belonging to 
, giv- around the é the Foren Society, and issues them to their Auxili- 
sick. REVIVAL OF RELIGION IN PRUSSIA. a according to the determination of their commit- 
New We have prepared the wow pty agg ng - notices} The King of Prussia has lately caused four new 
Idur, under this head from letters of the Rev. Dr. Pinkerton, | churches to be built in the suburbs of Berlin, and ha, ¢ 
hten- dated so late as July, and inserted in the monthly ex-| placed our zealous friend, Otto von Gerlach, in one oj f 
rapid tracts of the British and Foreign Bible Society for Au-| them, as pastor, among a population of 10,000 poor . 
reek. gust.—N. Y. Observer. : -: ‘ He (Gerlach) has been very active, of late years, ix . 
yr 40 In Konigsberg.—The Moravian minister at Konigs- | translating and publishing “ Baxter's Life,” his “Saint” 5 
ed & berg, the Rev. Mr. Bluhr, assured me that genuine | Rest,” and his ** Evangelical Pastor,” all of which hav o 
jour- Christianity is much on the increase in that city; that| had an extensive circulation ; and he has now begu: a 
were there are now several able and faithful pastors in the | to publish a Commentary on the Bible, with which h e 
Co- churches, such as Kahle, Wald, Weiss, Dr. Weiss, &c., | has been long engaged. Pastor Ideler, another piow s 
ds of and that Mr. Bergfeldt is very active, aud respected | friend, I found engaged in writing the Report of tbh e 
bag- and beloved by all. I further paia a visit to His Ex-/| Bible Society. He begged me to furnish him with m a- 
reek cellency Van Waguern, Chancellor of the kingdom of | terials from which he could draw correct informati¢ yn 
auch Prussia, and President of the Bible Society. © Was | about our Society ; which I promised to send to hi m. 
‘om- remarkably civil. Dr. Weiss, the zealous young cler-/¥From the details I received from these friends~ -to 

gyman above mentioued, is particularly active in the | whom I might add a pious lady aged 73, residing in the 
able cause of missions. He confirmed to me the statements | palace, Pastor Kunze, Dr. Strauss, and ethers, it is 
rs to 
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evident that true religion is steadily making progress in 
Berlin ; though there is still much to be desired in this 
respect. ; 
Mr. Kunze mentioned, that among their other Chris- 
tian Societies that have sprung up of late years, that 
for visiting the poor was particularly useful; it consists 
of a ladies’ and gentleman's branch, They have also 
about six hundred children in Sunday Schools, &c.— 
It is well, you yourself say, occasionally to take a re- 
trospective view, aud to contrast past with present cir- 
cumstances. Now when I compare the state of reli- 
gion in Berlin, among its ministers and population, in 
1814, at the founding of the Prussian Bible Society, 
with the present state of religioa in that city, what a 
striking coutrast! At that time an aged pastor, Haer- 
mes, old Mr. Jenicke, and the Moravian minister, were 
the only faithful servants of Christ who contioued to 
preach the antiquated doctrines of vital Christianity ; 


the churches were generally deserted, and irreligion | P 


and infidelity had spread their demoralizing effecis to a 
lamentable extent among all ranks; but now what a 
mightly influence Christianity seems again to have ob- 
tained over the public mind! aud multitudes are now 
made willing to obey the Divine power. May we not say, 
then, that we have seen the pleasure of the Lord pros- 
per in our hands, and that the Benevolence of British 
Christians, continued for such a number of years, has 
not been spent in vain. The object we originally had 
in view, is gradually being realized; for the word of 
God is daily gaining the ascendency over the infidel 
philosophy of the age. Every year is adding to the 
number of faithful young ministers, who love and serve 
Jesus as the Son of God and only Saviour of man ; and 
the leaven of Divine Truth is spreading more and 
more. 


-« HMisceltlancous. | 


WESTMINSTER ASSEMBLY OF DIVINEs. 


The Westminster Assembly of Divines met in the 
Chapel of Heury VII. in Westminster Abbey, on Sat- 

- urday, Ist of July 1643, iu the reign of Charles I. 
Charles I. ascended the throne in 1625 with elevated 
notions of the perogative of the crown of Great Bri- 
tain; inheriting all the despotic principles of the house 
of Stewart. As compelled by a law of the kiugdom he 

. was a Protestant by prema, while if he really had 
. a preference for any form of religion, he was attached 
to Popery. The pure doctrine of the Protestant faith, 

: drawn from the Holy Scriptures, have been always fa- 
vorable to rational liberty, and hostile to the tyranuical 
measures of despotic princes.—Courting and cherishing 
a spirit of liberal investigation, that spirit boldly adven- 
tured to examine the foundation on which civil authori- 
tyrested. Arbitrary and unrighteous measures were 
arraigned before the tribunal of Truth and Reason. 
And however familiar all this may be in this age, and 
especially in the United States, to advenwre so far in 
1 ‘he days of the Reformation was the mark of a daring 
a, 74 noble spirit. The Popish religion bas been always 
fax Orable to the doctrine of passive obedience, and non- 
resis*anee, where the powers that be, could be courted 
with success Charles would very naturally lean towards 
such a religion. I[¢ favored the high prerogative which 
he.claimed forhis crown. Henrietta, his queen, was a 
bigoted papist, and had great ivfluence at Court, where 
she bestowed liberally the favors on the devotees of the 
Popish faith. Images, crucifixes, and all the truampery 
of Rome, were re-instated in the churches, es od 
rapid a progress as he dared to adventure upon. Eve- 
ning lectures were rohibited iu the churches. Evan- 

















to co-operate with the Court, in these ~ +o meas- 
ures, fell into disgrace, and his place was filled by Laud, 
who had before beeu made Chanceller of Oxford Uni- 
versity. Laud not only seconded but outstripped the 
king in the exercise of his high prerogative, and oppres- 
sion. 

The Arminian doctrine, hitherto considered almost 
the exclusive property of Jesuits, and other papists, was 
encouraged by the kiug aud his primate. The doctrine 
of predestination, total depravity, and other Calvauis- 
tic tenets were forbidden to be heard from the pulpits. 
Highly offensive forms of worship, and Popish ceremo- 
nies were ordered, under pain of royal aud prelatical 
displeasure. A book of sports upon the Lord's day, 
that had been published by James VJ. was reprinted by 
Charles, and circulated to encourage the profanation of 
the Sabbath. Those faithful ministers who dared tv 
disobey the mandates of the King, or Primate, were ex- 
osed to vexatious persecutions, and many to ignomin- 
ious punishments. For refusing to read the book of 
sports, on the Lord’s day, in their congregations, as or- 
dered by Chartes and Laud, mauy hundred ministers of 
the Gospel were fined, imprisoned, or banished. Profli- 
gacy of manners prevailed to an alarming extent. The- 
atres, balls, revels, &c., were attended in the most peab- 
lic manner, on the Sabbath. The Court was .distin- 
guished in this career of wickedness. It was extrava- 
gant and profligate. ‘Ihe exactions on the people were 
grievous and insupportable. Discontents and detesta- 
tion of the Coart prevailed among all ranks. The Pat- 
liament entered mto the feelings of the people. Charles 
had dissolved two Pariiameuts, on the grounds that in- 
stead of granting the monies which he demauded, they 
employed themselves in seeking a :edress of the griev- 
ances of the people. The finances of the crown being 
reduced to the greatest state uf depression by the prodi- 
gality of the Court, and by a disastrous war, that the 
King had waged against Scotland—he was obliged to 
call another parliament, which met in 1410. It is this 
parliament, which has been so celebrated in the history 
of Great Britain, usually called the long parliament. 
From their first convocation, they evinced that they 
were not likely to be more subservient to the views of 
the crown than their predecessors had been. 

As the most violent oppr 1s of the people had been 
in relation to the Church, on this quarier, the Commous, 
as the representatives of the people, thought themselves 
bound to interpose for their protection. Petitions from 
hundreds of thousands of persons, of the conflicting re- 
ligious parties, were presented to parliament. ‘They 
besonght the king to call together an assembly of the 
most learned and upright Ministers of England, of the 
different denominations, to consult on the best meas- 
ures for advanciug the moral and religious interests of 
the kingdom. With this request, the king persevering- 
ly refused to comply. At length, despairing of his con- 
curreuce, the Parliament tock measures for calliug one 
ia their own name, and for that purpose they wrote let- 
ters to the knights, and burgesses of all the counties, re- 
questing lists of the persons best qualified. From these 
lists they selected one bundred and thirty-one divines, 
to which they added ten Lords and twenty Commoners, 
with equal privileges of debating and voting. Ninety- 
six English divines attended. A great proportion 
were advocates fo: Presbyterianism. A number of the 
most learned Episcopalians were invited, among whom 
was Archbishop Usher, and Bishop Prideaux, but only 
a few attended, the Kivg having declared against the 
convocation ; and the Episcopal clergy had entirely de- 
serted the Assembly, before the covenant was brought 
in, so that the establishment was left without advocates. 
The Indepeudents, or Congregationalists, constituted a 








gelical aud faithful Ministers were every where dis 

tenanced, and in many instances compelled to desist 

from preaching. Arch Bishop Abbot, too good a man 
m ' 


small ber at first, but increased during the session of 
the A bly. juestionably the best talent and 








learning were selected to form the Assembly of divines. 
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The members of parliament had access to the best 
sources of infurmation, and they had every inducement 
to select the rarest talent of the kingdom. The assem- 
bly of the Church of Scotland on her part would not fail 
to put in requisition the best intellect at their command. 
The members of the Westminster Assembly had gener- 
ally availed themselves of all the aid which the liter- 
ary institutions of the day could afford them. The 
greater part of them were meo of profound erudition, 
mev who had laid under contribution all the treasures 
ient and modern literature for the illustration of 
the Holy Scriptures, in the originals in which they 
were deeply versed. Dr. Tiwisse, the prolocutor, after 
having gone through the usual course of study, at West- 
minster School, at the age of eighteen entered Oxford 
College, where he prosecuted with intense application, 
his studies for sixteen years together, before he was li- 
censed to preach the gospel. Here was the celebrated 
Dr. Lightfoot, ove of the greatest oriental scholars of 
the age; and the learned Seldon, a lay member, who 
by his vast skill in oriental learning and Jewish antiqui- 
ties, frequently silenced the most able divines. ‘The 
names of Gataker, Greenhill, Arrowsmith, Bishops, 
Reynolds, and Wilkins, and others, will ever be con- 
icuvus among those who were most influential in the 
Wesire of this venerable body. Baxter, who kuew most 
of them, says, * they were men of eminent Godliness, 
learning, ministerial abilities, and fidelity ; and being 
not worthy to be one of them myself, (says be,) I may 
more fully speak the truth which I know, even in the 
face of malice and envy, that as far as lam able to 
judge by the information of history, and by any other 
evidence, the Christian world, since the days of the 
Apostles, had never a Synod of more excellent divines, 
than this Synod and the Synod of Dort. 

As before stated, the Assembly was opened on Satur- 
day, July Ist, 1643, with a sermon by Dr. Twisse, the 
prolocutor ; both Houses of Parliament being present. 
They adjourned to Monday, when certain rules and reg- 
ulations were drawn up, and agreed on. The Assem- 
bly being now ready for business, the Parliament sent 
them an order to review the thirty-nine articles of the 
Church. More than two months were spent in deba- 
ting upon the first fifteen articles, and the result was on- 
ly two changes iu the ninth and eleventh. In this stage 
they called in the aid of the Scots, who stipulated an 
uniformity of religion and chureh government between 
the two countries. The Scotch Commissioners were, 
the Rev. Messrs. Alexander, Llenderson, George Gilles- 
pie, Samuel Rutherford, and Robert Ballie; and ruling 
elders, Lord Maitland, the Farl of Lowden, and Arch- 
chibald Johuston. ‘They were introduced into the As- 
sembly Sept.15. After much debate the solemn league 
and covenaut, which had been drawn up in Scotland, 
passed the Assembly, with some slight amendment, 
was ratified by both Houses of Parliament, avd by an 
order dated Sept. 21, was printed and published. 

It was the object of this solemn compact to remove 
Episcopacy, avd to unite the three kingdoms of Eng- 
land, Scotland and Ireland, in defense of civil liberty, 
and the maintainance of the Reformed religion ; taking 
the Kirk of Scotland, as a model of the greatest purity 
in doctrine, discipline, and worship. About the middle 
of July, 1646, wide the discipline of the Church had 
been established on a Presbyterian basis, it was moved 
to finish their confession of faith. The Euglish divines 
would have been content with revising and explaining 
the doctrinal part of the thirty-nine articles of the 
Church of England, but the Scots insisted upon fra- 
ming an entirely new system, the Assembly drew up 
the Westminster Confession, and the Parliament, after 





a thorough examination of the several articles, agreed 
to its doctrinal part, and ordered it to be published, 
June 20, 1648, for the satisfaction of the foreiga church- 
While the Confession of Faith was under diseus- 


es. 






siou in the Assembly, committees were appointed to 
reduce it into the form of Catechisms, one larger, for 
the aw of a public expositor in the pulpit, the oth- 
ersmaller, for the instruction of children, in both of 
which, the articles relating to church discipline were 
omitted. The shorter catechism was presented to the 
House of Commons on the 5th of November, but the 
larger, by reason of marginal references to Scripture, 
which the House desired might be inserted, was not 
ready till the 17th of April, 1658, when the house or- 
dered six hundred copies to be printed for the service of 
the members, and having examined and approved it, 
they allowed to be printed by authority, for public use, 
Sep. 25, 1648. The chief business committed to the 
Assembly now being fiuished, the Scoich Commission- 
ers took their leave. 

It was not, however, until the 22d of February, 1649, 

about three weeks after the King’s death, that the As- 
sembly, now greatly reduced in number, when it had 
existed more than five years and a half, and held elev- 
en hundred and sixty three sessions, was changed into 
a mere committee for examining avd ordaining minis- 
ters, in which capacity it continued about three years 
longer ; till the leng pa:liament was turned out by Oli- 
ver Cromwell, when they broke up of course, without a 
forma! dissolution. 
The works of the Assembly were ;—1. Their humble 
advice to the Parliament for the ordination of ministers, 
and setting a Presbyterian form of Church government. 
2. A Directory for public worship. 3. A Confession of 
Faith. 4. A larger and shorter catechism. 5. A ro- 
view of some of the thirty-nine articles. The Annota- 
tions of the Bible, which go under their name, is not a 
work of theirs but of certain divines appointed by a 
committee of Parliament. The influence of this As- 
sembly on the cause of religion in Britain and America, 
coutinues to the present day, and has, we believe, been 
great annd salutary, especially now in the now wide and 
extended Presbyterian church, where they are the ac- 
knowledged, and authorized standards of faith and or- 
der, There the ministers of our country, as well as the 
great at of English dissenters beheld the doctrines 
of the Bible, moulded into systematic shape and form, 
and giving a new impulse to the cause of truth. Here 
the mivister finds the platform of his faith, and a model 
full and condensed for the instruction of the young, and 
of the aged in the pure doctrines of the reformation. 
The Westminster Assembly will ever be considered as a 
landmark of the church—as a period when the cause of 
Christianity received a new impetus, and the doc- 
trines of the Bible came home with additional power 
to the conscience and the beart. 


THE PURITANS. 


A correspondent of the New York Observer, wri- 
<7 the Isle of Minorca, says: 

he Puritans were, in their religious principles, 
and in their church polity, true republicans; and Hume 
their bitter enemy and reviler, ddmitted that “in Great 
Britain, they kindled and preserved the precious spark 
of liberty, and that to them the English owe the whole 
freedom of their constitution.” Men of this cast exer- 
ted a prominent influence in forming the goverment 
and constitution of the United States, and it has ever 
been found true that those who are trained in church- 
es where the clergy ate chosen and supported by the 
people, and where all questions are decided by a vote 
of the majority will, if they can, extend the same free 
priociples to their civil institutions. A clergy, too, 
who are thus connected with the people fetend of the 
goverment, will, of course, be the advocates of liberty 








and of popular rights. A striking example in proof 
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of this last position, was presented by the conduct of 
the clergy of New England, during the whole of our 
struggle for national independence. 


_ RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 
NEW-HAVEN, OCTOBER 31, 1835. 


ANNUAL CENSUS AND REVIEW IN A 
CHURCH. 


Many churches, especially in manufacturing and 
commercial places where the population is to some ex- 
tent transient, are often perplexed with the question 
of their duty to absent members. An individual going 
away, uncertain where he shall find a permaneut resi- 
dence, and unable to conjecture with what church he 
shall find it convenient to be connected, seems to be 
justified in postponing for a while the transfer of his 
membership. Among many such individuals, there is 
now and then one who continues to postpone till post- 
ponement becomes neglect, and neglect leads to indif- 
ference ; and thus he gradually loses sight of his rela- 
tion to the church, and the church gradually loses sight 
of him and forgets that there is suck a member enrolled 
in its records. Thus the Christian name is sometimes 
dishonored by backsliding terminating even in apostacy 
which no church censure reaches. 

In a particular church that we know of, this subject 
has lately been discussed, and the discussion has result- 
ed in the adoption of several rules which may be found 
useful in other churches similarly situated. It seemed 
necessary that the church, in order to do all its duty to 
absent members, should periodically review its cata- 
logue, and ascertain the residence of each individual 
under its watch and care, and thus know what cases of 
absenteeism require attention. This idea having been 
suggested it became manifest that many other advanta- 
ges in respect to all the duties which the church owes 
to its members and the members owe to each other 
would accompany the simple operation of making an 
annual census of the names and residences of the mem- 
bers; and the following rules—a copy of which we 
have obtained from the proper quarter—were adopted 
with one consent. 

















The plan of reviewing che history of the church ia 
relation to the changes in its membership at the close of 
each year, naturally suggested the thought of review- 
ing at the same time the history of the church for the 
year in other relations. It was thought that a well di- 
gested report on the condition of the church in respect 
to personal piety and direct efforts for the conversion of 
sinners, and in respect to benevolent contributions and 
active sympathy with the great enterprizes of the age 
for the salvation of the world, and in respect to domes- 
tic religion, and the means used to trai up the children 
of the church for God, would well befit the beginning 
of every new year, and might tend to make each indi- 
vidual acquainted not only with the deficiencies and 
progress of the church as a community, but also with 
his own as an individual. With these views the fol- 
lowing additional regulations were adopted. 

Rules for reviewing, yearly, the state and progress of the 

Church. 

1. On or about the first of November in each year, a 
committee shall be appointed to prepare a report of 
the state and progress of religion in the church, during 
the preceding year. 

2. At the same time, a committee shall be appointed 
to report on the state of the benevolent operations of 
the church, during the preceding year. 

3. At the same time a committee shall be appointed 
to report the state and progress of the Sabbath School 
and the religious education of the children and youth of 
the congregation, during the preceding year. 

These committees shall make their reports to the 
church, on or about the first day of January next after 
their appointment. 

We ask the reader to think whether some similar ar- 
rangement in his own church might not tend to the ad- 
vancement of the gospel. 

Those pastors whose churches may adopt some such 
arrangement, will find themselves materially aided in 
making their annual returns for the report and statisti- 
cal tables of the General Association. 





For the Religious Intelligencer. 
Messrs. Editors,—The semarks of the Abolitionist, 
in your last paper, are nothing to the purpose. The 
violation of the rights of others by slaveholders, gives 





Rules to aid the church in watching over its absent mem- 
bers. 


1. There shall be a committee of three appointed on 
or about the first day of November in each year, whose 
duty it shall be to prepare an accurate list of the mem- 

| xers of the church at that time, together with the place 
o ‘f residence of each member. 
2. This co nmittee shall, on or about the first day of 
Ja nuary in each year, report to the church, for its con- 
sid eration, such of its members as have been absent 
fro. 2 the worship and communion of the church for 
mor ¢@ than six months ew 
3. This committee shall, at the same time, report to 
the claurch the names of such as have ceased to be mem- 
bers, whether by death, regular dismission, or excom- 
munication, and also of such as have been added by pro- 
fession or letter, during the preceding year. 

4. It shall be considered the duty of every member of 
the church who expects tobe absent from its commun- 
ion for more than six months, to notify the church, ei- 
ther nally or through some of its officers, of such 


intended absence. 





no right to foreigners and men not of the same State 
with the trespassers, to disturb the peace or endanger the 
safety of such State or States. Whether right or wroug 
jin their government and civil policy, the slaveholding 
States are entitled to public and private peace and safe- 
ty; any man who disturbs that peace or safety, vio- 
lates the rights of States, and becomes responsible for 
the consequences. N. WEBSTER. 


For the Religious Intelligencer. 
HOW CAN I GET NEAR THE SAVIOUR. 


An aged woman over whom nearly a century of 
ears had rolled, after having followed to the grave 
ourteen of ber own children, many of her grand chil 
dren, and all of her own generation, had begun to look 
on all around her as one vast scene of desolation, and 
on the world of the living as more gloomy than that of 
the dead. 

In these circumstances she felt keenly her need of 
some sympathizing friend to whom she might unbosom 

her sorrows, and from whom she might derive the 
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melancholy satisfaction of seeing them fully appreciated. 
But she mM found that for her there was no such friend 
except the Saviour, and him she knew not. How she 
should gain access to him now became the chief subject 
of her thoughts and conversation. Ou oue occasion as 
she happened in company with her minister, she sought 
his direction in the following pathetic language; * Do, 
Mr. ———-, tell me how I can get near the Saviour.” 
After some hesitation he replied in a tone of voice in- 
dicative rather of aversion to the task she had imposed 
ou him, than of pleasure in it, by merely recommending 
to her to read certain prayers in the prayer-book. This 
she affirmed with a sorrowful countenance, she had done 
tillshe had entirely committed them to memory, and 
desired to know what remained that she could do, for 
her time was short. He coldly advised a repetion of 
the same, and waived the subject. Frigid soul! Was 
this all that could be said to a fellow sinner treading so 
closely on the confines of eternity? But I write not 
for him; both he and this aged inquirer have long since 
gone to meet their account with their God. Aad would 
that he had been the last who seemed disposed to be- 
tray his sacred office by evading this most important 
duty. {tremble for the minister of the gospel who dis- 
regards or thinks lightly of the responsibilities of such 
an hour. If he who takes no efficient measures to pre- 
vent the murder of a fellow being when it is in his pow- 
er to do so, falls by the hand of civil justice as an ac- 
complice of the murderer; if he who deserts the cause 
of an earthly sovereign in critical circumstances * dies 
without mercy,” * of how much sorer puvishment shall 
he be counted worthy” who trifles with the immortal 
soul of another, and betrays the cause of his God ? 
OmeGa. 


SENTENCE OF DEATH. 
John Sharpe was tried and convicted of murder last 
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upon it you ‘was not drunk enough yet,’ threw down 





your change and called for more. ere you remained 
until after 9 o'clock ; you detained Prince long after 
he wished to return, claiming you had the control of 
the boat. As yet all was peace and hilarity and friend- 
ship. But you were scarcely seated iv the boat before 
it was apparent that Prince, instead of a friend, had 
foand a master. 

With the most profane language, you began to threat- 
en to kill or throw him overboard before you reached 
the bridge. As you proceeded, your peas and 
threats alarmed the inhabitants upou the bank, as well 
as the unfortunate object of thom. Prince begged you 
to row or set him ashore; you refused to do either.— 
You moved very slowly along, repeating your threats 
and imprecations, Prince as coutinually calling for help. 
You threatened to take his life with a knife; to beat 
out his brains with an oar; to drown him; to send him 
to Hell, befure be could get ashore: he supplicating in 
the most humble manner, and calling upon the fisher- 
men, in God's name, for help, offering the little money 
he might have, and increasing his offers as his fears in- 
creased. After a long time thus spent, makiug little 
progress, you changed the course of your boat. Prince, 
alarmed, wauted to be informed whether you was about 
to carry him to Long Island ; you with an oath replied, 
that you *“ would take him to Long Island if you was a 
mind to.” You then moved more rapidly further and 
further from your original destination; aud from the 
hearing of those who had interrupted you. You came 
near a high bank aud into the shade of the woods.— 
The time bad come to execute your threats; your vic- 
tim, overcome by liquor and his fears, could offer little 
resistance: A stroke of the oar on the head; a splash 
in the water; aloud groan; was succeeded by the still- 
ness cf death. Your own voice, moving over the wa- 
ter, announced the dreadful tidings—*‘ another soul has 
gone to Hell!” 





week, during the sitting of the Superior Court in this 
city. The circumstances of the case may be learned 
from the sentence of death pronounced by Chief Justice 
WituraMs. 


JOHN SHARPE: You have been accused of the 


murder of Jesse Prince, on the night of the 13th of! 
A Grand Jury from the body of the Coun- | 


June last. 
ty have made inquiry, and have presented you to the 
court as Guilty: 
arraigned atthe Bar, and pleaded that you were not 
guilty. Counsel of your own choice have been assign- 
ed you; and your witnesses have been summoned and 
paid by the State; and every facility has beeh grauted 
you that you could require. 

You have been heard by an intelligent and impartial 
Jury: all those who were on the pannel to which you 
had any objections, bein 
who most probably would be acquainted with your 
character or case. After along and laborious trial, and 
after all the exertions of able Counsel, this Jury have 
not hesitated in pronouncing you Guilty; and it is pro- 
pet to say, that in this result, the Court concur. 

It appears that in the afternoon of the day ou which 
the fatal deed was committec, the deceased and your- 
self took a boat above the bridge over the Housatonic 
river, and rowed down about a mile to a grocery shop, 
where that poison is kept which destroys the peace 
and occasions the death of so many of our citizens; 
which has within the last half century, brought more 
desolation and wo upon our land than war, pestilence 
and famine. 

., A bottle was filled, and both drank freely at the bar; 
itis, however, remarkable that you should have urged 
the deceased to drink when you did not drink yourself, 
and beyond even what his appetite demanded. You 


would not suffer him to go with the boat, and insisted 


pon that indictment you have heen | 


removed, particularly those 7 


Thus, without any apparent provocation, under the 
excitement of a passion probably produced by liquor, 
| you have burried to the bar of God, a poor, unhappy 
; fellow mortal, with the sin of drunkenness upou his 
, soul. Your ciime renders you an unsafe member of 
' society; and the voice of God, as well as that of man, 
proclaims—“ Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man 
| shall his blood be shed.” 

It is not my object, by the recital of your crimes, to 
add to your misery, or render you more odious in the 
eyes of this community: but | would, were it in my 
power, awaken you tu a sense of your guilt, that you 
may seek for mercy where alone it is to be found. 

From this human tribunal you must soon be remo- 
ved, to appear at the dread Tribunal of the great God 
| of Heaven and earth—that Almighty Being whose laws 
you have violated, aud whose auger you have incurred. 

Let me entreat you in the solemn interval, to consid- 
| er your ways—and where intemperance aud murder 
| are about to conduct you. Cast off the hope of life 
| and prepare for its close. S2ek counsel from the pious ; 

especially ask the advice and prayers of the mivisters 
| of religion—consult the Scriptures of truth—make the 
| word of God your study. Its threateniugs may alarm 
you, and its terrors may make you afraid ; study it fur 

ther, you will find that it proclaims pardon and peace 
to the penitent, believing sinner—it tells you of the 
prodigal son welcomed to the arms of his father—of 
the penitent thief on the cross received to merey by 
our blessed Saviour—and holds out offers of mercy to 
the vilest sinner, through the mediation of Jesus Christ 

upon terms of faith and repentance. F 

With sincere penitence and hunble faith, pray thee 
= your Heavenly Father to forgive your sins, particu- 
arly the sins of intemperance and murder; ap perad- 


venture you also may be another monument of divino 
mercy. 
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The laws of the Government in which we live, have 
mate it the painful duty of this Court, to declare your 
life to be forkeited, and to pronounce your doom. 

By authority of these laws, your sentence is; That 
you be taken from this place to the place from whence 
you came, and from thence to the place of execution ; 
and that on the second Monday of June next, between 
the hours of nine o’clock in the morning and two in 
the afternoon, you be then and there suspended by the 
neck until you are dead. 

And may the Almighty God have mercy on your 
soul. 





AmeERrIcAN PresBYTERiaNs IN [RELAND.—A week 
or two since we copied from the Evangelist a brief 
notice of the refusal of the Synod of Ulster to re- 
ceive the Rev. Dr. Spring, the representative of the 
Presbyterian Church in this country. We are plea- 
sed to find from the following article, which we cut 
from the Belfast Northern Whig of August 20th, that 
the feeling indicated by this act of Synod, is not 
shared by the most respectable portion of that body. | 

N. Y. Observer. | 

Rev. Heman Humphrey, D. D., President of | 
Amherst College, America.—This eminent Ameti- | 
can divine has just arrived in Belfast; and is, we 
understand, expected to preach in the Independent 
Chapel, Donegal-street, on Sunday next. He is 
one of a Deputation of three, from the Presbyteri- | 
an and Congregational Churches of the United 
States of America, with a view to establish a closer 
intercourse between the Churches of the two coun- 
tries. The other two members of the Deputation 
are the Rev. Drs. Spring and Codman. Dr. Spring 
visited Belfast, during the late sitting of the General 
Synod of Ulster in this town; but, to the mortifica- 
tion and regret of the move respectable portion of 
that body, he was treated, through some secret influ- 
ence, with a marked want of courtesy, calculated to 
reflect discredit upon this country, and to make a 
very unfavorable impression upon the Presbyterian 
Church in America. We trust, however, that the re- 
ception which Dr. Humphrey will meet with, may 
serve to remove the impression which the uncourie- 
ous and unhandsome treatment of his eminent Col- 
league was calculated to produce. 





BY HIS EXCELLENCY, 
HENRY W EDWARDS, 
COVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT, 
A PROCLAMATICN. 

The year has again revolved, and we, the spared 
monuments of the goodness and protecting care 
of our heavenly Father, witness a return of 
that scason which calls for a review and devout 
acknowledgement of our temporal and spiritual 
blessings. 

In accordance therefore with long established 
usage, Lhereby appoint Thursday, the 26th day of 
November next, to be observed as a day of Thanks- 
yiving, Praise and Prayer to God; and I invite all 
the people of this State, on that day to assemble in 
their respective places of worship, with their pastors 
and religious teachers, and devoutly and fervently 
reader their homage of Thanksgiving and Praise to 
our Heavenly Father, for the manifestation of his 
goodness in- extending to us the blessings of peace 





with foreign nations, and preserving vs from domes. 
| tic commotion : in causing the earth to bring forth its 
| fruits, and the sea to yield up its treasures—in giving 
‘us health, and preserving us from wasting and deso. 
lating sickness—in prospering our efforts for the ame- 
| Tioretion of our temporal condition, and continuing 
to us our spiritual privileges. And above all, in the 
gift of his gospel, and the redemption therein reveal: 
ed 


And also to supplicate Him that He would enlight- 
en our minds and guide our hearts in all those things 
| which concern our future destiny,—that in our efforis 
| to render our condition as a nation and as individu. 
| als, more conformable to His will, and to offer Him 
| that service and worship we believe to be His, we 
may act with singleness of heart and purity of pur- 
pose, and be so guided and directed that good may be 
the result: that He would give us a spirit of meek- 
ness and forbearance, and cause us to regard fully 
the consequences of all our proceedings—that He 
would cause all in authority to be duly sensible of 
their duty, of the importance of the trust commited 
to them, and of the responsibility uader which they 
act; and to be influenced and guided in all their 
acts by a sincere desire to promote His honor and 
glory, and the happiness of their fellow men: and 
finally, that He would enable us so to live, that 
through the merits and intercession of our Mediator 
and Advocate, we may become the inheritors of life 
eternal, 

Given under my hand and the Seal of said State, 
at New-Haven, this twentieth day of October, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight bun- 
dred and thirty-five, and of the Independence 
of the United States, the sixtieth. 

HENRY W. EDWARDS. 
By his Excellency’s command, 
Royat R. Human, Secretary. 


HEAR WHAT GEN. DUFF GREEN SAYS. 

The following remarks from the pen of the late edi- 
tor of the U. S. Telegraph, confirm the statemeuts 
made by Mr. Bacou concerning Southern public senti- 
meut, iv his last letter to Mr. Smith. 


** We are of those who believe the south has nothing 
to fear from a eervile war. We do not believe that the 
abolitionists intend, nor COULD rner iF rney woucn, 
excite the slaves to iusurrection. The danger of 
this is remote. We believe that we have most tw 
fear from the organized action upon the CONSCIEN- 
CES and fears of the dave Siliions themselves ; from 
the insinuations of their dangerous heresies, into our 
schools, our pulpits, and our domestic circles. It is 
only by alarming the CONSCIENCES of the weak 
and feeble, and diffusing among our own people a 
morbid sensibility on the question of slavery, that 
the abolitionists can accomplish their object. Prepar- 
atory to this, they are now laboring to saturate the non- 
slave holding states with the belief :hat slavery is a “sin 
against God;” that the ‘national compact” involves 
the non-slaveholders in that sin ; and that it is their da- 
ty “to toil and suffer,” that our country may be ¢eliv- 
ered from what they term “its blackest stain, its foul- 
est reproach, its deadliest curse.” ’ 

It is not cuough for them [the abolitionists] to believe 
that slavery has been entailed upon us by our forela- 
thers. We must meet the questions in all its bearings. 
We must SATISFY THE CONSCIENCES, we 
must allay the fears ot our own people. We mast +a 
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isfy them that slavery is of itself kigut—that it is not 
asin against God—that it is not an EVIL, moral or po- 
jitieal. To do this, we must DISCUSS the subject of 
slavery itself. We must examine its bearing upon the 
moral, political and religious institutions of our coun- 

. Io this way, and this way only, ezu we prepare 
our own ple to defend their owa institutions. 

We hold that our sole teliance is on ourselves; that 
we have most to fear from the gradual operation on 
public opinion among ourselves, and that those are the 
most insidious and dangerous iavaders of our rights and 
jnterest, who, coming to us in the gaise of friendship, 
endeavor te persuade us that slavery is a sia, a curse, 
anevil. It is not true that the south sleeps on a volca 
no—that we are afraid to go to bed at night—that we 
are fearful of murder and pillage. Our greatest cause 
of apprehension is, from the operation of the morbid 
sensibility which appeals to the CONSCIENCES of 
our own people, and would make them the voluntary 
instruments of their own ruin. 

The friends of liberty and the advocates of limited 
goverument in this country, have to mect the question 
boldly: The question of slavery itself has to be met. 
If slavery is asin au evil, a curse, then it is the «uty 
of every good citizen to unite in devising ways and 
meaus of abolition. We are not satisfied with any ex- 
pression of public opinion in any of the northern states, 
which shall assume that it is either a sin, a curse, or au 
evil. 


THE MASSACRE AT BASSA COVE. 
The following address to the Christian public, by 





the Managers of the Young Men's Colonization So- | 


ciety of Pennsylvania, exhibits the principles upon 
which they proceeded in founding their new colony 
at Bassa Cove, and we think will be entirely saiis- 


factory. We trust that whatever aid our brethren of | 


the colony may need in their preseut affliction, will 
be promptly supplied by the benevolence of the 
American people.—N. Y. Observer. 
Office of the Young Men’s Colonization Society, 
Philadelphia, Oct. 15, 1835. } 
It has become our very painful duty to announce 
to our fellow citizens that the plantation of the new 





colony at Bassa Cove, in which they so promptly and 
nerously participated during the last year, has been | 


dark continent to which they wete sent: being those 
of temperance, peace, and Christian otder. Fully 
adware of the treachery and ferocious opposition of 
the abandoned men engaged in the slave trade on 
that coast, and also of the influence that might be 
exerted by them in exciting the jealously and evil 
passions of the surrounding savages, we selected the 
site of the new colony under cover of a well estab- 
lished settlement at Edina, which could, as was suppo- 
sed, in any exigency, furnish every necessary facili- 
ty and defence to this infant eaterprise. In addition 
to this, it has always been the purpose of the united 
Societies, which are pledged to this nuw afflicted 
people, to fortify their establishments by all proper 
defence, so soon as the circumstances of the colony 
sliould make it necessary. 

The community are fully aware of the delicate 
and difficult nature of such a provision, as should on 
the one hand secure a feeble community of emigrants 
fron: the resentment and machinations of slavery, and 
the treacherous assaults of native savages—and yet, 
on the other, shun every influence and even every 
appearance inconsistent with the mild and beneficent 
spirit of a Christian people. If in seeking to avoid 
the latter, we may be supposed by any to have in- 
curred the former evil, we confide in the justice and 
| generosity of our fellow citizens, who will not fail to 
| attribute it to an earnest wish to conciliate the degra- 
ded natives, and by light and love, rather than by 
military array, to in.part to them the blessings of out 
civil and religious institutions. 

Upon the whole, in balancing the difficulties which 
| attended this subject, it was fully determined that 
adequate means of self-defence in the last extremity, 
if discreetly used, would, according to our constitu- 











| tion, be not only “ dissuasive from war,” and promo- 


tive of peace, but absolutely necessary to its perma- 
nent preservation of peace. In the meantime, trust- 
ing, under God, to the protective influence of the ad- 
jacent colonies—confiding in the amicable relations 
subsisiing between our people and the surrounding 
tribes, and hoping that the demonstration of power 
afforded by the occasivnal appearance on that coast 
of an American ship of war, would awe those de- 


jor a scason arrested by the hand of savage assassins. jsigning and wicked persons, who might be tempted 


It is known to the community, that this infant} 
colony was begun under the most auspicious circum | 
stances, about a year since, by the Young Men’s Col- | 
onization Society of Pennsylvania, in union with the 
Colonization Society of New York. The first act of 
these united institutions was to relieve from bondage, 
by their removal to Africa, 126 slaves of the very 
best character, whom they established at Bassa Cove, 
on the southern border of Liberia, with every pros- 
pect of safety, prosperity, and happiness. The ter- 
ritory in which they were settled, was fairly and ami- 
cably purchased ; the friendship of the African prin- 
ces in the vicinity was fully, and, and it was suppo- 
sed, faithfully pledged ; the location was in all res- 
pects highly favorable to the health, industry, and 
morals of the colonists, as well as to the safe and 
happy establishment of the infant commonwealth ; 
and its position eminently fitted to arrest the fearful 
evils of the slave trade. 

The principles upon which the colony was found- 
ed, are such as wure best adapted to promote the 





the highest interests of the emigrants and of the 





by the defenceless condition of the settlement to dis- 
turb its repose,—we were actively engazed in sending 
out a third expedition, when the disastrous news, 
which has clothed the frieads of Africa in mourning, 
reached our shore. ‘The account of the unprovoked 
massacre of about twenty of the Colonists, in cold 
blood, by a neighboring tribe, under the command of 
King Joe Harris, has already been communicated to 
the public. The effect of this unexpected and infa- 
mous attack, has been for the time to disperse the 
Colonists. But an asylum for the survivors was mer- 
cifully near at hand. An adequate reinforcement 
was speedily sent down to their relief from the upper 
Colonies, and being joined by a faithful native ally, 
they promptly repelled the invaders. It is most 
gratifying to be enable to say, that the second expedi- 
tion, consisting of 63 emigrants from Givorgia, did 
not arrivé until this tragedy was over, and were safe- 
ly landed at the port of Monrovia, so that notwith- 
standing the disaster so much to be deplored, the 
great body of our Colonists not only escaped injury, 


bbui are now sheltered in the receptacles of Liberia, 
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awaiting the occasion anc means of their re-establish- 
ment under happier auspices. 

In these circumstances, it is not our purpose (as 
we originally intended) to send out another company 
of emigrants during the present season. But the 
condition of things at Bassa Cove loudly appeals to 
the benevolence of the American people. This call 
is the more impressive from the cheering fact that the 
enemies of this colony are few and feeble, its friends 
among the native princes many and strong; and a 
timely effort is now required to re-establish the colo- 
ny on a permanent foundation. If, at the present 
crisis, we may be permitted to suggest the course 
— proper to be pursued, it is in substance as fol- 
ows: 

To send out without delay a commission, with full 
power to re-establish the Bassa Cove Colony, as well 
as to make such changes, regulations, and improve- 
ments for the comfort, good morals, health, order, 
and defence of the establishment, as circumstances 
may require. We are enabled to say on good evi- 
dence, that the valuable government house, and the 
greater portion of the residences of the colonists 1e- 
main uninjured. 

To despatch speedily an adequate supply of pro- 
visicns, clothing, medicine, utensils, and such means 
of defence, as the present exigency calls for. 


To request the General Government to renew the | 


salutary and important cruises of American ships ot 
war on the African coast, and their visits to the Ame- 
rican colonies planted there. 

To call a public meeting of the citizens of Phila- 
delphia atas eaily a day as practicable, to devise mea- 
sures for carrying the above suggestions into effect. 

Joun Breckenrince, President. 

Tuomas Bucuanan, Sec. of the Board of Man. 





From the Charleston Observer. 
COLORED SABBATH SCHOOL IN GEOR- 
GIA. 

Mr. Editor,—1 wish to relate a circumstance that 
has recently come under my own observation, hoping 
that its simple, plain relation, will stimulate some of 
our Christian friends to go and do likewise. 

During my recent visit to the low country ot Geor- 
gia, | was permitted, in the providence of God, to 
visit a colored Sabbath school. The superintendent 
being sich, I was invited to fill his place for the Sab- 
bath, which I consented to do. At the appointed 
hour, about 50 individuals assembled. I arose, and 
requested the school to sing that beautiful hymn, com- 
mencing 

“Blow ye the trumpet, blow,” 


which they did with much animation. After addres- 
sing the Throne of Grace, | took my seat, and was 
truly delighted to listen to the several lessons which 
were they recited. 

Before the close of the school, I questioned the 
scholars on what they had passed over that Sabbath, 
and the Sabbath before, and 1 must say that | never 
was more pleased. Every question was answered 
with the utmost readiness and propriety. Some- 
times the leading questions would suggest others, 
which I would ask the school—these were also an- 
swered with nuch correctness. 1 was pleased to 
see the great interest which these hitherto neglected 


people seemed to manifest in the acquisition of reli. 
gious knowledge. Their eyes and countenances be- 
spoke the sincerity of their hearts, and their dress 
!and conduct showed plainly, tomy mind, what a bles. 
\sed effect this nursery of gospel truth was producing 
jupon their moral nature. Men have ever been de- 
freded, whose moral feelings have been uncultivated, 

he animal nature of man places him on an equality 
with the brute creation. It is his moral powers that 
stamps his true excellence—and it is the develope- 
ment of these powe-s, that alone can raise, him to his 
proper station in this world—that station which God 
his maker designed he should occupy. The schools 
in this part of the state are well conducted ; instruc. 
tion is given orally, and I think with much success, 
It is rue, that individuals engaging in this field of 
benevolent enterprise, must possess much patience. 
They must cast their bread upon the waters in faith, 
looking to the great Head of the church for success, 

In the school named above, there were engaged 
| persons of the first rank in society. Young ladies, 
, too, were employed in this work—those who were 
refined, whose minds were well cultivated, and who 
move in the highest walks of life. O that others of 
their sex might catch their spirit, and feel whata 
privilege it is to be co-workers with the Son of God, 
in effecting human salvation. 

AmatTor HuMANITATIs. 











PAUL’S THORN IN THE FLESH. 


“I bear you record that if it had been possible, ye 
would have plucked out your own eyes and have given 
them to me,”’"—Gal. iv. 15. Read the preceding verse. 

| This remarkable passage affords, perhaps, a clue to the 
meaning of the thorn in the flesh’’ of which the aposjle 
complains. The aay ow we subjoin on this subject 
are from the London Christian Observer. 

“* The thorn in the flesh.”j 

None of the explanations given of it by the commen- 
tators are satisfactory. ‘They who explain it of the 
natural infirmity of mau in his fallen state, to which 
Paul was subject in common with others, do not seem 
to advert to the form of expression used in this passage. 
The Apostle does not say, ‘my temptation which was 
in the flesh,’ as it is twice inacurately quoted by Paley, 
Horne Paulina, Epistle to the Galatians, No. iv.—but 
‘in my flesh.’. And why should the Galatians, * despise 
him for a weakness from which they were not exempt 
themselves ? ‘They who were of opinion that it was 
some defect iv his speech which impeded his utterance, 
or rendered it ungraceful, appear to forget that at Lys- 
tra, Paul was called Mercurius, because he was the 
chief speaker. It is more probable that it was some 
external blemish in his person, perhaps weakness of 

sight, or some affection or involuatary movement of the 
| eyes, which rendered him coutemptible to the multitude, 
and was thus likely to injure his usefulness. This by- 
othesis will give a rational meaning to the proof of the 
one of the Galatians towards him, instanced by the 
Apostle, for the explanation of which the quotations usu- 

| ally brought forward, (Ni te plus oculis mets amarem, §c.) 
‘are quite irrelevant. ‘I bear you record, that if it bad 
been possible, ye would have plucked out your own eyes 
and given them to me’ How would such an actiou 
have been any proof of love? unless the supposed gift 
had been intended to supply some deficiency under 
which the Apostle was known to labor? But it would 
| have been indeed a great token of attachment if the 
Galatians could have remedied his natural failing, by 
depriving themselves of the faculty of sight to restore it 
to him. 
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“We may also account on the same supposition for 
another peculiarity in Paul’s history. It is known that 
he generally employed au amanuensis, for which no bet- 
ter reason has been assigned than the assertion, unsup- 

ported by any proof, that the Aposile was unable to 
write the Greek characters. But was it likely that one 
on whose education no expense was spared, should have 
remained ignorant of a language so necessary to a Jew 
of liberal birth, especially at a time when Greeks came 

ly to Jerusalem for commercial or religious purpo- 
ses? Besides, he quoted passages from three at least 
and ee | from four Greek poets, which proves fa- 
miliarity with their writings. Now if we suppose that 
his eye-sight was affectedgall the difficulty vanishes, and 
an intelligible reason is suggested for his requiring the 
aid of an assistant. 

“ Again, when the high priest Ananias ordered Paul 
to be smitten, he retorted on him, as upon an ordinary 
Pharisee, ‘God shall smite thee, thou whited wall,’— 
but when informed who it was that had spoken, he ex- 
cused himself by saying, ‘1 wist not that he was the high 

jest.’ The commentators account for this ignorance 
Seales wayg, but they leave the great difficulty un- 
touched, since seat and dress of the high priest 
would have been sufficient evidence of his dignity in 
the eyes of a‘Jew, if eyes he had. But if St. Paul’siu- 
firmity prevented him from seeing the ition in the 
council, or the external emblems of office which indi- 
eated the high station of the speaker, a clear solution of 
the mystery is provided ; and the validity of the Apos- 
tle’s apology for his hasty expression may be admitted 
by us, as from the license of the sacred historian, it 
seems to have been by the assembly. Acts xxii. 1 


The word used in the original, in the first verse of 
this latter  pasenge, deserves notice, Atenisas de o Paul- 
os to sunedrio, ‘Paul earvestly beholding the council.’ 
This intent fixing the looks is precisely what might be 
expected to accompany weakness or imperfect vision. 

“Inthe passage in Corinthians, the word used is sko- 
lops—edothei mot skolops ta sarki, ‘a thorn in the flesh.’ 
@Cor. xii. 7.) Now in Numbers xxxiii. 55, it is said 
that the inhabitants which are suffered to remain shall 
be sxolopes en tois opthalmois, * pricks iu your eyes.’ Iu 
Joshua xxiii. 13. ‘ thorns’ in the eyes occur in the Eng- 
lish version. The word is different in the Hebrew and 
Septuagint from that used in Numbers, but both are 
translated ‘spine’ by Xantis Paguinus, and Tremellius 
aod Junius. 

“ A singular coincidence of conjecture has been point- 
ed out to me in Mr. Robert's recent publication of the 
Life and Correspondence of Mrs. Hanuah More. In 
the third volume of this work, a letter is printed from 
the late Mr. Stevens to Mrs, Martha More, from which 
the following are extracts. 

* Does it tall within the plan or general character of 
the work (Mrs. More’s essay on the Character and Prac- 
tical Writings of St. Paul) to notice the thorn in the 
flesh, the Messenger of Satan, and to give any conjec- 
ture as to the infirmity alluded to? I have an inter- 

ation of this, which, as far as my reading or that of 
ilberforce and some others goes, is original, aud yet 
it is admitted by them to be as probable, or more so, 
than any other of the many conjectures they have seen. 
Formy own part [ hold it almost demonstrably the true 
solution. St. Paul’s infirmity was one well known in 
hot climates, a chronical opthalma. .. . . Hence he 
generally employed an amanutnsis, and regarded it as 
~ matter when he used his own _ * Ye see,’ 
bs » (Gal. vi. 11,) ‘The salutation,’ . (1 Cor. xvi. 

“*That the infirmity was of a bodily kind seems 
quite indisputable. . . . . The choice of a metaphor 
weighs much with me, indeed atfirst conjecture. The 
pain of opthalinia, when severe, exactly resembles that 


of a thorn or pin. I once had it very severely indeed 
in the West Indies. It made me blind in a manver for 
about three weeks, aud during that time, if a ray of 
light by any means broke into my darkened chamber, 
it was like a thorn or pin run into my eye, and so I of- 
ten described it. I felt also the subsequent effect for 
years, which I supposed to have been experienced by 
St. Paul, a predisposition to inflamatiom in the eyes, 
which extreme care and timely applications alone pre- 
vented from recurring. - . . . Bat the strongest argu- 
meat of all remains, and appears to be nearly if not 
quite decisive. It rests upon Gal. iv. 15. Alter prais- 
ing them in the preceding verse, for not despising his 
fleshly infirmity (whatever that was,) he here subjoins, 
‘I bear you record,’ &c. How natural the context on 
my hypothesis! How little so on any other! Letus 
take, for instance, Doddridge’s conjecture. ‘You saw 
my paralytic distortions in my mouth and cheeks, you 
heard my stammering tongue, when | first preached 
the Gospel to you; but you despised not those infirmi- 
ties. On the contrary, you would, if it had been possi- 
ble, have plucked out your own eyes, and have given 
them to me. 

** Supy l » &e., the incongruity is not 
much, if at allless. ‘The point, after all, is of no great 
importance ; but if Mrs. H More thinks worth while to 
mention the gneeee on this subject at all, here is what 
I suppuse to be a new one for her consideration.’ 

**Mrs Hanoah More remarks in her reply — If your 
interpretation is not true, though | believe verily it is, 
it is at least ingenius enough to deserve to be true. 
ees evidence from Galatians is, | think, irresista- 

le.” 








From the Boston Recorder. 
PUBLIC WORSHIP. 


In 32 towns in Connecticut, situated in different 
parts of the state, the number of inhabitants is 
44,501 

In 27 of these towns, the number of persons, of all 
denominations, who attend public worship habitually, 
is 16,662. 

In 25 of these towns, the number of persons, over 
ten years of age, who habitually neglect public wor- 
ship, is 6,765. 

i 28 of these towns, the number of families is 
6,659, 

In 24 of these towns, the number of families 
whose head habitually neglects public worship, is 
2,067. 

The number of church members, belonging to such 
families, in one town, is one third of the whole num- 
ber; in another, one eleventh; in two others, one 
twelfth ; in another, one fifteenth; in another, one 
seventeenth; in another, one fiftieth; in several, 
none ; and in most, very few. 

These statements are given us, as the result of ac- 
tual investigation. These wowns, it is thought afford 
a fair specimen of the whole state. The average, it 
is believed, is certainly no better, and probably not 
much worse. In no state in the Union, probably, 
is public worship better attended, than in Connec- 
ticut. 

In view of these facts, we ask, ought not something 
to be done ? 

The necessity of doing something is indeed seen 
and felt extensively. 1 is proposed to hold a “ Sab-. 
bath Convention” at Providence ; to publish a news ~ 
paper, devoted to the work of promoting the obser. 
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members who travel on the Sabbath ; and to do many , ed to attend. The pastor has said that every person 
other things, to check the increasing profanation of} whom he knew to attend that meeting duriug its 
the Sabbath. They are, all of them, perhaps, very | whole continuance, appeared truly converted, either 
good in their place ; but neither any nor all of them | during the meeting or soon afier, The meeting con 
touch the root of the evil. The true difficalty is, | tinued for a week, but the revival, much longer ; fo 
that the appropriate business of the Sabbath has fall- | aught we know, to the present time. The number 
en into contempt and neglect, with a great part of our | of converts we have heard estimated at 100, 150, 
population ; and of course, not being‘where they | and 160. 
ought to be on that day, they are where they ought| People will not be converted by the preaching of 
not to be, The remedy is, to make people under- | the Gospel, unless they hear it preached. Whena 
stand the importance of public worship, to them- | considerable number, who have not been accustomed 
selves, their families, their country, and the world.— | to hear it, are brought under its influence, it seldom 
Bring them to feel a suitable respect for the proper fails that some of them are converted ere long. So 
business of the day; and then they will leave other | it is, when a faithful minister is settled in a place which 
business, to attend to it. This is the way to prevent | has long been destitute. Bring into your congrege 
Sabbath breaking. Indeed, any thing short of this | tions a considerable number of new hearers, and ere 
is Sabbath breaking. ‘To stay at home and sleep, or | long there will be conversions among them, or a new 
sit “tall the day idly,” is not keeping the Sabbath | thing will have happened. 
holy. Let the friends of the Sabbath think of this, We want to draw off the minds of Christians from 
We want to check intemperance. In one town, hurtful excitements, Here isa way todoit. Excite 
as mentioned last week, the number of drunkards is them to the performance of this duty. There is 
37; the number among habitual attendants on pub- enough to excite their minds, fill their hearts, and 
lic worship, is one. ‘Ihe fect. is, the diinkers are, employ their hands, to their full satisfaction. From 
now, rare, except among those who live in habitual one half to three fourths—f:om six to nine or ten 
neglect of the public worship of God. This is the millions—of the inhabitants of these United States, are 
true reason ‘vay converts to the principles of temper- living, habitually, without the use of the means of grace. 
ance cannot now be made as fast, iv proportiontothe 1s there a greater evil, a more crying sin, in the 
number to be converted, as formerly. ‘The drinkers land, than this? The temporal slavery of two mill 
are where the means of moral intluence do not reach ions—great as is the suffering and attrocious as is the 
them; and of course, in a habitual state of mind, sin involved in it—is an evil of far inferior magnitude 
which renders moral influence comparatively power- and malignancy. Lntemperance itself, which sweeps 
less. They have no habit of meeting with their fel- 30,000 annually into the drunkard’s grave and a 
low citizens, to learn their duty that they may do it. | wretched eternity, while it sends “ weeping and wail- 
They bave got beyond even pretending to such a hab- | ing and guashing of teeth” into hundreds of thow 
it. They have made themselves habitual, avowed sands of human habitations here on earth, in this our 
“ aliens from the commonwealth of” those who meet land, is a far less evil. Lewduness, with all its name- 
fur their own moral improvement. They have re- less and numberless and disgusting horrors, eves 
tired from those associations aud connections, by | were it as prevalent as the most extravagant have a» 
which the moral good of one man sympathetically |serted would be a far less evil. All these combined 
does good to another. Though living in the midst of | in one terrific mass, would be a far less evil ; for this 
us, they are hermits from the good intluences of soci- neglect of God’s worship, this deliberate, persever 
ety. Hence it is, that we cannot reach them, They | ing habit of living “ without God in the world,” is 
must be got out to public worship, ‘Their intrench- the necessary condition of their prevalence—almost 
ment of bad habits must be broken though in this of their existence. It destroyes all, or nearly all, 
way. The arguments which prove that they ought who are destroyed by them, and multitudes of others. 
to worship God, which are the most powerlul of ail Banish this, aud you banish them, and snatch their 
arguments, must be brought to bear upon them. ‘Thus, | Victims, ** as brands from the burning.” On this 
some of them may be saved. subject, we should be glad to see ‘“ an excitement,” 
We want revivals. La Brookficld, Vt. in 1831 which should swallow up all others. It would be a 
was a proiracted meeting. It was a new thing.— healthy excitement, and would bring “ saving health” 
Many attended, and were, as it still appears, convert- to millions. 
ed to God. Some two or three years after, there | 


was another. It did good to the members of the | From the Cumberland Presbyterian. 


church; but there were few conversions, for there | HOW TO HAVE A REVIVAL. 
were scarce any present to convert. Last summer | The most efficient means of exciting and promot 
there was a third. The pastor had preached, during | ing genuine revivals of religion, is a subject of vital 
the season, seven or eight sermons, on this subject of importance to the churches. It seems now to be 
promoting public worship. ‘he church were togeth- | generally admitted that the cause of Christ is to be 
er one atiernoon. They considered the subject.— | promoted mainly under the influence of those seasons 
They thought of the two former meetings, and their | o¢ refreshing from the presence of the Lord, Accor 
results, As they thought, they ascertained their du- ; dingly, the religious press now teems with essays @ 

ty, and resolved that, during the meeting, they would | treatises on revivals, and much that has been publist- 
Jabor as hard to procure the attendance of the babit- | ed, deserves the prayerful consideration of all who 
wal neglecters of public worship, as politicians do, | wish well to the cause. But most writers on the sub 
to get voters to the polls. The mecting was then ap- | ject have fallen into one common and fatal error— 
» vinted, to commence at nine o’clock the next morn- the means proposed are too compler—too much hw 
ing. ‘The pledge wasredeomed, Many were induc-} man machinery. This complication of means, t 
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r with the management and manuever of some 
who have the reputation of revival ministers, has so 
diverted the mind from simple means to these extra- 
ordinary measures, that Christians have become too 
anbelieving to hope for a sevival in the discharge of 
ordinary duties. 

Now whilst it is admitted that some glorious revi- 
valshave been encumbered with a complication of 
human machinery, it is no less true, that almost every 
gracious work of God is traceable, in its origin, to 
some simple and seemingly feeble instrumentality.— 
The history of revivals show most conclusively, that 
the use of simple means, with humble reliance upon 
God, has ever proved more efficient than any combi- 
nation of complex means. Out of many that might 
be selected to sustain this position, I will give one in- 
stance. 

A pleasant village of some three or four hundred 
inhabitants, had fur some time, enjoyed the advan- 

of a flourishing female school under the super- 
intendence of a very pious and worthy lady; and 
in addition thereto, was blessed with a Sabbath 
school and the labors of a stated minister. But most 


stead of returning to their studies, all remained to 
pray and weep with the smitten of the Lord—sever- 
al others were soon prostrate and crying for mercy- 
the amiable instructress came and joined the praying 
band—the minister and numerous citizens collected, 
and prayer was kept up in the grove till evening. The 
young lady who was the first subject of this strange 
work, rose not till she could tell of the pardon of her 
sins. As numbers were still groaning in bitterness, 
the minister appointed a meeting that night ; the whole 
house was convulsed—one and another of the pupils 
professed, and the first subject, being blessed with a 
brighter manifestation, exhorted her youthful com- 
panions with great power and eflect. 

The next morning when the school commenced, 
the pupils who had been engaged the evening before, 
requested their religious assuciates to go with them 
to the grove—they went, and svon the excitement 
became so great that the good lady dismissed the 
school and all joined the praying bana. ‘The better 
part of that day was spent in the grove—the school 
was suspended for a -veek, and teacher and pupils 
passed the time in religious exercises ; a public meet- 





of the youth of the village remained irreligious, and jing of some days continuance was held ia the village 


were much given to levity and amusement—so much | 


j—the citizens suspended their secular pursuits and 


so, that the young ladies in the female school were flocked to the house of God,—excitement ran high, 


} 


accustomed to spend the hours of relaxation, in a 


and ere it subsided, about thirty of the pupils and 


kind of mock worship, singiog, praying, shouting and| villagers were hopefully converted. Shorudy afier, a 
shaking hands, as though they were under the influ- | campmeeting was held in the vicinity, and about thir- 
ence of religious ecstacy. Only three of the pupils|ty more made a credible profession. 

were religious, and as these were often present when| The history of this revival clearly exemplifies the 
their wreckless companions were engaged in this' efficiency of simple means. The tervent supplica- 
mock worship, they were sometimes betrayed into tious of these three praying sisters, doubtless had, 
the impropriety of smiling at their folly. Finally | more effect upon their thoughtless companions than 
one of the three suggested to her pious associates, | all the preaching and complex means of a protracted 





thatas the inreligious girls were so fond of singing | 
and praying, she thought they ought to take them to 
the grove and spend the intermission in singing and 
prayer. The proposition was acceded to and the 
thing proposed to the irreligious girls, ‘They, prompt- 
ed by curiosity, readily complied, hoping that the 
performance of the sisters would aflord additional 
matter of amusement. Accordingly it was agreed 
that as soon as they could retura from dinner, they 

would retire to the grove for devotion. When the 
pious young ladies returned, they found their mis- | 
chievous companions wnxiously awaiting their arrival ; | 
aod although they were not without misgiving lest, 
tiwy had undertaken too much, yet they resolved not 

w shrink from their purpose, The invitation was | 
given, and all set off for the grove—the three sisters 
with slow pace and heavy hearts, lead the way, 
while the thoughtless crowd followed, some indulging 
increased levity, others fearing that they were about 
to push the yoke a little too tar.—When all were 
silently seated in the cool shade of a thick green, 
one of the pious sisters directed their devotious by 
singing and calling on the others to lead in prayer.— | 
Their pathetic appeals to a throne of grace in behalf 
of their wreckless companions soon turned their Jev- | 
ity to serivusness and deep solemnity. After each of | 
the pious had prayed and all had joined in several | 
appropriate hymns, they rose up and returned, sing- | 
ing with much pathos, * We'll go om and serve the | 
Lord ;” but they had not advanced far, when one of 
the ring-leaders in levity, prostrated herself and re- 
quested her religious friends to pray for her? In 











wife of Mr. Thomas Ward, aged 66 years. 


or camp meeting. 

The churches place too much reliance upon a 
combination of means—they thereby limit the power 
of Jehovah and make a God of the means. As God 
seems to be withdrawing his presence from camp- 
meetings, Christians would do well to seek him in the 
discharge of more private and less vstentatious du- 
tivs. My own opinion is, that a revival spirit will 
not pervade the churches, till the members lose sight 
of all means but the single privilege of persunal ac- 
cess tv a throne of grace. VIATOR, 





3 Ovituary. 
‘*Man giveth up the ghost, and whereis he?’ 





DIED, 

In this city, on the 21st inst. Robert A., infantson of 
Mr. Riley Nott, aged 4 months; Edwiu A., son of Mr. 
Isaac Hotchkiss, aged 19 months. 

At Fair Haven, Sept. 17th, Mr. George Rowe, aged 
84; on the 20th Aug., Charlotte Augusta, daughter of 
Mr. Horace R. Hotchkiss, aged 15 months. 

At Westville, on the 19th inst. widow Elizabeth H. 
Sperry, aged 44. 

At Branford, ou the 18th inst widow Betsey Palmer, 
aged 49; widow Stent, aged 56; Mr. Abel Whit- 
ing, uged 53. 

At North Branford on the 2d ult., Anna, wife of 
Samuel F. Russell, and daughter of Capt. Samuel 
Chidsey, aged 23. 

At West Haven, on the 3d iost. Mrs. Martha Ward, 











Poetry. 
LIFE AND DEATH. 


Oh, fear not thou to die ! 
Far rather fear to live—for life 
Has thousand snares thy feet to try, 
By peril, pain and strife. 
Brief is the work of Death ; 
But life! the spirit shrinks to see 
How full, ere Heaven recalls the breath, 
The cup of wo may be. 
Oh! fear not thou to die! 
No more to suffer or to sin; 
No snares without thy feet to try, 
No traitor-heart within ; 
But fear, O rather fear 
The gay, the light, the changeful scene, 
The flattering smiles that greet thee here, 
From heaven thy heart to wean. 
Fear, lest in an evil hour, 
Thy pure and holy hope, o’ercome 
By clouds that in the horizon lower, 
Thy spirit feel that gloom 
Which over earth and heaven 
The covering throws of fell despair: 
And deems itself the unforgiven, 
Predestined child of care. 


‘WHY THEY CALL ’EM TRACKS. _ 
[Furnished by a Clergyman.]} 


While spending a few hours lately in a little village 
in Ohio, 1 was amused and instructed with the sim- 
plicity of the following anecdote related to me by the 
Rev. Mr. M. He one day presented a religious tract 
to a poor negro, first securing his promise that he 
would read it and endeavor to profit by it. Some 
time afierwards, Mr. M. met him again and inquired 
what he thought of the tract? * Oi,” said he, * mas- 
sa, it do me soul good. I neber know before, why 
da call ’em tracks. But when I read that little book, 
it tracks me dis way and it tracks me dat way ; it 
tracks me all day and it tracks me all night; when | 
go out inde barn, it tracks me dare; when [ go out 
in de woods, it tracks me dare; when {1 come in de 
house it tracks me dare ;— it tracks me ebery where 
L go. Den I know why da call "em tracks.” 

From further inquiry, Mr. M. was led to hope that 
the religious instruction the tract presented, had fas 
tened effectually apon the conscience of this simple- 
hearted man, and the query was suggested whether 
his very mistake as to the definition of the word, 
might not have been blessed by the Spirit of God to 
convince him of sin, and prepare his heart for the re- 
ceptivu of the truth as itis in Jesus Christ. 














DECENCY In DRESS. 


_ Women should not confine their attention to dress 
im their public appearance. They should accustom 
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careless undress, in their most unguarded hours, they 
may have no reason to be ashamed of their aprer 
men 





ance. They will not easily believe how muc 
consider their dress as expressive of their characters; 
vanity, levity, slovliness, folly appear through it. An 
elegant simplicity is an equal proof of taste and of 
delicacy. 





PoweR OF THE BROTHERHOOD In CuuRcHES.—y 
every age it has been by gathering themselves into 
clusters, apart from the people, by sitting in conclave, 
with the doors barred against the laity, and by con- 
certing measures, not in the church, but in chambers 
and closets, that the ministers of religion have con- 
verted the Gospel into a system of tyranny and an 
engine of cruelty. The history of Spiritual Despo- 
tism hinges upon this divulsion of the elements of 
Charch Power. 





Depvication.—The ceremony of Dedicating the uew 
Congregational Church, recently erected in Durham, 
will take place on Thursday, the 5th day of November. 
The exercises will commence at7 4, A. M. 

A Concert of Sacred Music will be given by the 
Durbam Musical Society on the evening of the same 
day, commencing at 64 o’clock.—Com. 





A Carpv.—The subscriber would gratefully ac kaow!l- 
edge his renewed obligations to the beloved people of 
his charge, for the receipt of $50 to constitute him a 
life member of the American Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign Missions. ‘The Lord bless them in their 
liberality, and reward them a thousand fold in the pres- 
ent consolations of his Spirit, and in the future glories 
of heaven. Jernemian MiIctee. 

Westbrook, Oct, 14th, 1835. 





The annual meeting of the Female Auxiliary Bible 
Society’ of New Haven, will be held at the house of 
Mr. Timothy Dwight, on Wednesday, Nov. 4th at 4 
o'clock, P. M. 


CONFERANCE OF THE CHURCHES. 

The next Conference of the congregational church- 
es will be held at Oxford, on Tuesday, the third day 
uf November ; the brethren to assemble at 11 o'clock, 
A. M. 

It saw voted at the last meeting, that in case the 
weather was stormy on Tuesday,the conference would 
assemble the first pleasant day, provided that day 
occurred before Saturday. 

A fortnight after the third of November the confer 
ence is expected to meet at Salem Bridge. 


By order of the Conference. 
T. DWIGHT. 
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